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Lots of news for Past Exchangees!!
The Tasmanian Exchangees Association was once a very active, vibrant group. It was traditionally chaired by
the Exchangee who won the UK Exchange, once they returned to Australia. This was a six month exchange
that was much coveted and competitively sought-after. Members of the Association would actively fundraise
and were major sponsors of the UK Exchange for many years, until the Mad Cow Disease hit the UK and the
exchange went into recess. It was revived some years later, but circumstances were changing in the workplace
and members were no longer able or comfortable to take six months leave to go on exchange. The other
casualty of the Mad Cow Disease and adjournment of this exchange is that leadership of the Exchangees
Association faltered and it subsequently closed. The Rural Youth Past Member’s Association is now the contact
point for news of exchange reunions around Australia – many of which are still active whether or not Rural
Youth clubs exist or not.
This edition includes some information on exchangee reunions and we would appreciate if you could pass it
onto any of your peers who may be interested………thank you!
The Australian Rural Exchangees Association (AREA) Biannual Reunion is being held in Echuca from 27th-29th
April, 2018 and registrations are now open. They have a fast paced program starting on the Friday afternoon
with registrations at the Great Aussie Beer Shed, Heritage Farm Museum & Function Centre, with a spit roast
dinner following registrations. Some fabulous tours are organised on the Saturday, wrapping up on Sunday
with brunch and AREA meeting. Brochure attached (with accommodation options and the full program) for
your information.

An amazing opportunity for the
adventurous awaits…
Reminder about the 11th World IFYE Conference on
9-15th September, 2018.

Position Vacant – TRYPMA Convenor
Due to new business commitments and extended
family involvement, I find it now time to resign from
the position of State Convenor of the Rural Youth Past
Members Association, effective at 31st December
2017.
I have been involved in various capacities for years
now, but it will be good for someone new to put fresh
energies and leadership into this Association. I have
always believed in Rural Youth and Past Members
and wish everyone the very best and look forward to
catching up, socially. Sincere thanks to our Executive
team and Head Office for support.
Carol Axton-Thompson, Life & Service Member.

This conference will be hosted aboard a 7-day
Alaskan Cruise which will depart from Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada and ports of call include
Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway and Seward
(Anchorage), with a day of scenic cruising in Glacier
Bay – just for something completely different. This
would be an amazing opportunity if you’ve ever
wanted to go on an Alaskan Cruise. Copy and paste
the following link for registrations:
https://ifyeusaorg.presencehost.net/test.html/ev
ent/2018/09/16/11th-world-ifyeconference/155444
Please let us know if you attend this conference as
we’d love to do a follow up story (with pictures)
We are sad to announce that Mr. John Midgley and
Mavis Page (nee Smith) passed away recently.
John was in his late 90’s and was one of the original
members of the Riana 4H Calf Club and the winner of
seven north-west ploughing championships.
Mavis was a member of Westmorland Club in the
1950’s and 60’s and very involved in Junior Farmers
debating. She was also the recipient of a study tour.

Note:
Management of TRYPMA has been streamlined so that it
is a low demand association, but obviously requires
someone to take the lead. Please ring Carol on 0429 099
790 for more information.

Our condolences to Helen (White) Davidson and
Christopher White and family on the passing of their
mother early in December, at the age of 100.
Mrs White was a terrific community person and a lot
of Rural Youthies during the 70’s/80’s would
remember being welcomed at “Tranquility” by the
Whites, who had an “open door” policy.
Helen always says that her Mother never knew how
many people to expect in the house when she got up
in the morning after a RY function either there or in
the vicinity!
From the Editor:
For years Mrs White always made a point of popping
into the site office at Agfest to say hello. She was a
lovely, “salt of the earth” country lady who lived a
very full life.
J.

Congratulations to the Rural Youth Agfest
Organising Committee for making it as SemiFinalists in both the Tasmanian Community
Achievement Awards and the Launceston
Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence
Awards. Not forgetting to mention the amazing
moment that Rural Youth won the Building
Communities Award at the LCC Business
Excellence Awards, a noteworthy achievement by
everyone!
With the new structure in place, board members
are working hard with clubs to ensure that we are
providing the best opportunities for our members.
Old clubs that previously had no direction are now
fresh and active and club office bearers have more
support in their roles to help them succeed. It is
great to see clubs getting out and about. Keep up
the good work and remember to always be open
to new ideas.
Looking to the future, community involvement
and safety are major components of Rural Youth's
predicted success. They have also recognized the
need to focus on asset developments that not
only support our current members but also
provide opportunities for future members. This
process has commenced and the community has
responded well.

Well done Rural Youth on a mammoth task to
modernize and rejuvenate the Organisation to
keep it alive and available for the next generation.

Rural Youth Tasmania - Agfest Organising
Committee was presented as a Semi-Finalist in
the prestigious Ricoh Business Centre Hobart
Community Group of the Year Award by The Hon
Will Hodgman MP, Premier of Tasmania at the
2017 Tasmanian Community Achievement
Awards Presentation ceremony held at the Hotel
Grand Chancellor, Hobart on Friday 1st
December.
The Awards were hosted by Peter Murphy,
Southern Cross Television and 400 guests
gathered from across the State, to celebrate
Tasmania’s high achievers and community
contributors.

If you are reading this Enewsletter, then you are a
member of the Rural Youth Past Member’s
Association. There are no renewals, so you remain
a member until you advise us otherwise.
Benefits include:
 Networking – a link to like-minded people
with similar interests.
 Friendship – maintaining contact with
people you will always share a bond with.
 Communication – only members receive the
Enews containing information about
upcoming events or information that comes
to us from other organisations that could be
of interest to you. We also have a page on
the Rural Youth website and our own
Facebook profile.
 A main gathering of farm/industry tours and
evening dinner every 12-18 months, plus the
annual Afternoon Tea Muster at Agfest.
Attend all or part – your choice.

Our Rural Success Program starts in 2018
Invest in your business success by:





Building confidence in negotiation
Strengthening your business acumen
Increasing your management literacy
Obtaining coaching support to greater
productivity

To find out more email:businessprograms@ruralbusinesstasmania.org.au
or call 1300 88 3276

 A once only joining fee of $50 which also
covers your partner (at the same address).
Anyone who has been a member of the Calf
Clubs, Junior Farmer or Rural Youth is eligible to
be a member of TRYPMA. To build a strong and
effective network for maximum benefit to
everyone, we rely on current members to spread
the word amongst their peers and encourage
them to join. Please encourage your old Rural
Youth friends to come on board.
Membership applications are available on the
Past Members page of the Rural Youth website.
Pay by cheque, direct deposit or credit card.
Thank you, and we look forward to your
support.
EMAIL: tasry.past.members.assn@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.ruralyouth.com.au/membership
Or follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Tasmanian-Rural-Youth-PastMembers-Association-169091823216355/

SAVE THE DATES: 18-20th May, 2018
The 2018 Gathering will be held in the Latrobe area.
Keep an eye on the website for more information
and registrations.
Tasmanian Women in Agriculture (TWiA) is a
voluntary, non political, independent and grass
roots organisation that recognises the needs and
aspirations of people involved in agriculture,
business and living in rural communities, in
particular women and their families in Tasmania.
TWiA formed in 1994, from a gathering of over 140
women from around the state, and now has a
membership base of 1,000 and growing.
www.twia.org.au

